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A major source of domestic opposition to the Sandinista government is the Nicaraguan Democratic
Coordinator (CDN), a coalition of political parties, trade union federations, the daily newspaper
LA PRENSA (closed by the Sandinistas last year), and the Superior Council of Private Enterprise
(COSEP). The CDN was formed in 1980 by three conservative parties: the Liberal Constitutionalist
Party (PLC); the Social Christian Party (PSC), and the Social Democratic Party (PSD). The affiliated
trade union federations are CTN and CUS (of Social Christian and the US AIFLD allegiance,
respectively). The three CDN parties did not participate in the presidential and constituent assembly
elections in November 1984. Despite a great deal of publicity, before December 1983 the CDN was
able to draw crowds of only several hundred supporters for speeches by spokesperson Arturo
Cruz. In December Cruz announced the CDN's refusal to participate in the elections unless
the Sandinista National Liberation Front (FSLN) agreed to direct talks with the contras. The
government met other CDN demands regarding electoral safeguards. Cruz withdrew in July 1984,
only four days after declaring his candidacy. Since the 1984 elections until early 1986, the CDN had
been comparatively inactive due to internal disagreement on the decision to withdraw from the
elections and cooperation with contra organizations. In January 1986 and in December last year,
the Independent Liberal Party (PLI), and the Democratic Conservative Party (PCD) joined the CDN
in delivering proposals to the Sandinista government for a variety of political and economic policy
changes. Next, on February 5, 1987, the Popular Social Christian Party (PPSC), the Nicaraguan
Communist Party (PCdeN), and the PLI joined the CDN in presenting another proposal to the
government. This document reportedly called for the formation of a national peace commission;
full political, social and economic rights in accordance with the new constitution; a national plan
for reconstruction; independent economic development; national democracy; general amnesty to
those detained for political and related offenses, and an electoral calendar for national and local
elections. In terms of location on the political spectrum from extreme right to extreme left, the PLI
and the PCD are described as "center" parties. Next, the PPSC is described as "leftist," while the
Pcden pertains to the "extreme left."
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